2J2                  THE    WORK    OF    THE    WHALERS
they may have seen Casey Channel or a large bay. Whatever the
gunners' discovery may have been, it would not have become
known but for Captain Salvesen's courtesy in writing, which sug-
gests that the logs of many factory ships and whale catchers may
contain valuable information, difficult to obtain. It may be added
that, if Graham Land is an island, John Biscoe remains without
dispute the first to have sighted the Antarctic Continent, though
Bransfield saw Trinity Land twenty years earlier.
In 1926-7 the Norwegian whaling ship Odd I was in Antarctic
waters, having been sent out by Consul Lars Christensen, son of
Chr. Christensen, on the recommendation of Captain Larsen who
had suggested that whales might be found in the neighbourhood
of Peter I Island, Mr. Eyvind Tofte was in command, and South
Georgia was left on January 6th, 1927. The largest iceberg on
record was soon afterwards seen. It was 100 to 130 feet high and
the Odd I steamed along its side for nine hours at a steady rate of
10 knots,1
On January i2th the Odd I left Deception Island and found two
small uncharted islands in Belgica Strait.   Neumayer Channel was
blocked with icebergs but a passage was made through Schollaert
Channel,   On the 13th a course was set for Peter I Island,   There
was " a long heavy swell from the south-west" but no ice, and
there were no whale birds nor any copepods on which the whales
feed.   On the i5th there was still no ice, though five rorquals
were seen swimming north-north-west and there were " long tracts
of red copepod."   At 3 a.m. on the i7th Peter I Island was reached
and sailed round; it was discovered by Admiral Bellingshausen in
1821 and had only been seen once afterwards, by Charcot in 1910.
The island is small, being 8 miles long, 5 miles wide and 4,000 feet
high; it extends from north-west to south-east and appears to be
of volcanic origin.   Penguins and other birds were seen nesting on
its cliffs, and although it was impossible at the time to obtain a
footing on the island, a large cave and much moss were seen.
Seven soundings were taken and the bottom found to be sandy,
with volcanic stones.   Fish, plankton and geological specimens
were collected and subsequently investigated by scientists at Oslo
"University.
The island is almost entirely snow-covered and has no harbour.
Its rocks vary in colour " from dark brown to black, or red and
reddish-brown.   In a few places the rock is of a dirty yellow."
1 " Geog. Journ.," Sept., 1927,319 ; " Scot. Geog. Mag./' Jan., 1929,25-6.